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I MINA'TRENTAI SINGKO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
2020 (SECOND) Regular Session

Resolution No. 392 -35 (COR)

Introduced by: Régine Biscoe Let@

Clynton E. Ridgel]@\
Tina Rose Muia Barne

Kelly Marsh (Taitano), Ph.D. P/\M
Joe S. San Agustin

William M. Castr

Jose “Pedo” Terlaj

Amanda L. Shelto

Louise B. Mufia(™y

Relative to committing I Mina'trentai Singko Na Liheslaturan
Gudhan (the 35" Guam Legislature), and urging all relevant
local public servants, to undertake a comprehensive, “One
Guam” approach on current and future consequences of
leaks at the Runit Dome in the Republic of the Marshall

Islands; and to further urge the U.S. Secretary of Energy to Q:'

consider Guam when researching and drafting a report on

the status of the Runit Dome as mandated by Public Law 116-

92, the “2020 National Defense Authorization Act.”

BE IT RESOLVED BY I MINA'TRENTAI SINGKO NA LIHESLATURAN
GUAHAN:

WHEREAS, over the course of the Pacific’s history with the United States,
countless unilateral decisions made without the informed consent of Guam or her people
have left consequences that are proving to last generations; and

WHEREAS, year after year, even as our families learn more, questions that
continue to go unanswered on the causes and effects of unwitting, prolonged, or

continual exposure to toxic compounds like polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB),
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Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFAS, PFOS, PFOA), and Agent Orange—with some local
instances including unrecognized, or not publicly-noticed exposure to these poisons;
and

WHEREAS, in regard to America’s research and use of nuclear weapons,
causative and correlative after-effects may outlast civilizations, with some waste
material having a radioactive half-life of about 24,000 years; and

WHEREAS, in succeeding decades following nuclear detonations in Hiroshima,
Nagasaki, the Marshall Islands, and areas of the Pacific, links to multi-generational
defects, fatal cancers and other diseases—including for downwind areas like Guam,
have been studied and proven; and |

WHEREAS, the continual consequences and risks associated with American
nuclear activities represents an ongoing obligation the U.S. government has to the
innocent bystanders who had no choice but to be exposed to deadly or irresponsible
levels of radiation and radioactive fallout; and

WHEREAS, as reported by a March 2007 study by T. F. Hamilton and others on
Individual Radiation Protection Monitoring in the Marshall Islands, “widespread fallout
contamination over inhabited islands on Rongelap and Utrok Atolls as well as other
atolls to the east of Bikini” have resulted in the United States Department of Energy
through the Office of International Health Studies providing “environmental
monitoring, healthcare and medical services on the affected atolls”; and

WHEREAS, besides the relationship to the United States’ government and
military, there is an important common denominator between problems caused by
unmonitored and unremedied exposure to toxic chemicals on Guam: the small window
of opportunity to comprehensively study the causes and impending effects, to

adequately plan efforts to prevent or remedy any dangerous harms to the environment
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or our families, and to execute measures that remediate or mitigate these unwarranted
and unwanted attacks on our ancestral homeland or settled home; and

WHEREAS, in the Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI), this is the short-time
frame Guam finds herself in yet again; and

WHEREAS, the Runit Dome, also called “Cactus Dome” or “The Tomb” has
housed topsoil debris from six islands in the RMI’s Enewetak Atoll where U.S. nuclear
tests were conducted. According to an investigative report from the Los Angeles Times,
the amount of radioactive soil and debris, including lethal amounts of plutonium equals
3.1 million cubic feet, enough to fill 35 Olympic-sized swimming pools; and

WHEREAS, the Runit Dome was capped in 1980, but the crater underneath was
not lined properly, risking its structural integrity and leaks resulting from rising sea
levels—a symptom of climate change undoubtedly happening in the RMI; and

WHEREAS, leaks of the dome have been noted throughout the years, including
in 1999 during a hearing held by the House of Representatives’ Committee on
Resources; and

WHEREAS, even the U.S. Government has recognized the risks associated with
this inadequate, temporary storage of nuclear waste, with the 112™ Congress passing in
2012 a measure that mandates regular monitoring of the Runit Dome and nearby
groundwater, to determine if there is a “significant change in the health risks to the
people of Enewetak from the contaminants within the Cactus Crater containment
structure”; and

WHEREAS, an October 2013 account of work sponsored by the U.S.
Department of Energy reported findings, which confirmed that the “potential does exist
for contaminated groundwater from Runit Dome to flow into the nearby, subsurface

marine environment”; and
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WHEREAS, cracks on the surface of the dome have been observed as recently

~as 2019, which risks rainwater infiltration and subsequent groundwater or marine

contamination; and

WHEREAS, in May 2019, United Nations Secretary-General Anténio Guterres
spoke of the after-effects of nuclear testing in the Pacific, including in the Marshall
Islands, saying “the consequences of these have been quite dramatic, in relation to
health, in relation to the poisoning of waters in some areas," according to CBS News;
and

WHEREAS, Public Law No: 116-92, the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2020 requires another detailed report on the status of the Runit Dome;
and

WHEREAS, the people of Guam, an area that has sacrificed much under
American jurisdiction and continues to play a substantial role in global geopolitics, can
benefit greatly from being included in the scope of this current and any future federally-
funded study; areas of research mandated in the 2020 NDAA with clear local interested
include the “effects on the environment that the dome has currently and is projected to
have in 5 years, 10 years, and 20 years”; and

WHEREAS, while a link between radiation exposure to Guam residents
downwind during nuclear testing in the RMI has already been proven, local leaders and
any relevant federal studies must act soon to prove or disprove any potential spread of
nuclear material through the ocean that connects our islands—and much quicker than
contemporary efforts to recognize and act with respect to downwind exposure; and

WHEREAS, it is imperative that those who call Guam, the Marianas, and
Micronesia home in 50 years are not left wondering why mysterious diseases are

rampant, why babies are born into a lifetime of suffering because of genetic mutations
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inherited through radiation exposure, why places blessed with bountiful, life-sustaining
resources have turned into poisonous wastelands; and

WHEREAS, Guam’s public servants should tackle this issue by working with
their respective federal and regional counterparts, by beginning the years-long process
of a truly comprehensive strategic policy in response to nuclear leaks, by demonstrating
to a long-suffering people that a history of unwitting toxic overexposure will not repeat
itself; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, that I Mina'trentai Singko Na Liheslaturan Gudhan does hereby,
on behalf of the people of Guam, urge all relevant Government of Guam entities and
officials, including / Liheslatura, the Governor, Attorney General, Delegate to Congress
and their offices, to research, plan for, and mitigate any effects from current or future
leaks out of the Runit Dome in the Republic of the Marshall Islands; and be it further

RESOLVED, that I Mina'trentai Singko Na Liheslaturan Guédhan does hereby,
on behalf of the people of Guam, commit to collaborating and cooperating with all local
stakeholders to holistically address this impending crisis with a “One Guam” approach;
and be it further

RESOLVED, that I Mina'trentai Singko Na Liheslaturan Gudhan does hereby,
on behalf of the people of Guam, urge the U.S. Secretary of Energy to consider Guam
when researching and drafting a report on the status of the Runit Dome as mandated by
Public Law 116-92, the “2020 National Defense Authorization Act”; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Speaker certify, and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the
adoption hereof, and that copies of the same be thereafter transmitted to the Honorable
Leevin Taitano Camacho, Attorney General of Guam; to the Honorable Michael F Q.
San Nicolas, Guam’s Delegate to the U.S. House of Representatives; to the Honorable
Dan Brouillette, U.S. Secretary of Energy; to the Honorable Mark Wesley Menezes,
U.S. Under Secretary of Energy; to the Honorable Lisa E. Gordon-Hagerty, U.S. Under
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Secretary for Nuclear Security and Administrator of the National Nuclear Security
Administration; to the Honorable David Kabua, President of the Republic of the
Marshall Islands; to the Honorable Kenneth A. Kedi, Speaker of the Nitijela, Parliament
of the Marshall Islands; and to the Honorable Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero, I Maga'hdgan

Guahan.

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY I MINA'TRENTAI SINGKO NA

LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN ON THE DAY OF 2020.
TINA ROSE MUNA BARNES AMANDA L. SHELTON
Speaker Legislative Secretary



