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Relative to supporting Governor Lou Leon Guerrero’s
request for a Major Disaster Declaration for emergency
response and mitigation for Guam caused by COVID-19.

BE IT RESOLVED BY I MINA'TRENTAI SINGKO NA LIHESLATURAN
GUAHAN:

WHEREAS, in December 2019, the world was stunned by an outbreak of the
Novel Coronavirus Disease known as COVID-19 in Wuhan, China; and

WHEREAS, the disease has quickly spread throughout Asia and the rest of the
world over 475,000 confirmed positive cases and over 21,000 deaths in more than 175

countries and territories as of March 26, 2020; and
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WHEREAS, the number of novel coronavirus cases in the United States has
surpassed 68,000 with over 1,000 fatalities as of March 26, 2020; and

WHEREAS, the first COVID-19 case on Guam was confirmed on March 15,
2020, spreading quickly around the island disrupting the health and well-being of
residents, businesses, and the overall economy; and

WHEREAS, a total of 270 tests were performed from March 12, 2020 through
March 25, 2020 with conclusive results. To date, a total of 37 cases tested positive by
the Guam Department of Public Health and Social Services (DPHSS) and 233 cases
tested negative for COVID-19 with one death. All 36 remaining cases tested by the
DPHSS Guam Public Health Laboratory are in isolation; and

WHEREAS, according to the Governor’s Physician Advisory Group, Guam has
a thirty-three percent (33%) daily spread rate. Early precautions and countermeasures
were set by the island's leadership to minimize the spread rate, including: the declaration
of a state of emergency on March 14, 2020, closure of all schools, screening of incoming
flights mandated social distancing and isolation, the prohibition of gatherings, the
closure of public parks and beaches, and the closure of non-essential businesses and
government agencies until April 13, 2020. However even with these measures, at this
current spread rate, Guam's medical care system may reach its breaking point by the
end of March, prohibiting the government from providing the medical care COVID-19
patients’ needs and potentially increasing the death toll; and

WHEREAS, Guam Memorial Hospital (GMH) is the only public hospital on
Guam treating both the general population and COVID-19 patients. Due to staffing
issues, GMH lacks the full potential to utilize all hospital beds in this crisis. Guam
Memorial Hospital has the limited capacity to staff two hundred and fifty (250) beds,
with a total of twenty-eight (28) intensive care unit (ICU) beds; thirteen (13) staffed and
fifteen (15) unstaffed ICU beds; and
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WHEREAS, in addition to detrimental effects on health and safety for the people
of Guam caused by COVID-19, the island’s economy is experiencing major negative
Impact due to the decline of tourism from neighboring countries throughout Asia
causing extreme financial hardship for island residents; and

WHEREAS, tourism is Guam’s single largest economic industry, generating
20% of the Gross Domestic Product. The industry employs over 25,000 island residents
or about 42% of Guam’s jobs; and

WHEREAS, further increase in the number of COVID-19 patients in Guam
could be further devastating to the health, safety, and economy of our citizens due to
Guam’s geographic isolation; and

WHEREAS, due to the rapid increase of COVID-19 positive cases, along with
the estimated trajected cases and impact on Guam’s health, safety, and economy, we
strongly support Governor Lou Leon Guerrero’s recent request to declare a Major
Disaster Declaration for Guam in accordance with the Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act, I Mina Trentai Singko na Liheslaturan Gudhan Supports
this request to ensure rapid response to the COVID19 pandemic; and

WHEREAS, I Mina 'Trentai Singko na Liheslaturan Guahan supports
Governor Lou Leon Guerrero’s request for a Major Disaster Declaration for Guam
due to the severity and magnitude of the ongoing COVID-19 incident and
understanding the need for supplementary federal assistance to save lives, to protect
property, public health, and safety, and to lessen or avert the threat of a larger disaster;
and now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Committee on Rules of I Mina'trentai Singko Na
Liheslaturan Guahan does hereby, on behalf of I Liheslaturan Guahan and the people

of Guam, support Governor Lou Leon Guerrero's request for a Major Disaster
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Declaration for Guam to permit access to all additional emergency aid, and be it
further;

RESOLVED, that the Speaker and the Chair of the Committee on Rules certify, and
the Legislative Secretary attest to, the adoption hereof, and that copies of the same be
thereafter transmitted to the Honorable Donald Trump, President of the United States of
America; Mr. Robert J. Fenton, Jr.,, FEMA Region IX Administrator; the Honorable
Michael F.Q. San Nicolas, Delegate, U.S. House of Representatives; and the Honorable

Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero, I Maga'hdagan Gudhan.

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF
| MINA'TRENTAI SINGKO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN ON THE DAY
OF MONTH 2020.

TINA ROSE MUNA BARNES REGINE BISCOE LEE
Speaker Chair, Committee on Rules

AMANDA L. SHELTON
Legislative Secretary





