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MEMO
To: Rennae Meno 

Clerk of the Legislature 

Attorney Ana Won Pat-Borja 
Legislative Legal Counsel 

From: Senator Régine Biscoe Lee 
Chair, Committee on Rules 

Re: Referral of Resolution No. 335-35 (COR) 

Buenas yan Håfa adai. 

As per my authority as Chair of the Committee on Rules, I am forwarding the referral of Resolution 
No. 335-35 (COR). 

Please ensure that the subject resolution is referred to Speaker Tina Rose Muña Barnes, author of 
Resolution No. 335-35 (COR). 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Mary Maravilla, Committee on 
Rules Director at 472-2461.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Respectfully, 

Senator Régine Biscoe Lee 
Chair, Committee on Rules 

Senator Régine Biscoe Lee, 
Chair 

Senator Amanda L. Shelton, 
Vice Chair 

Speaker Tina Rose Muña Barnes,  
Member 

Vice Speaker Telena Cruz Nelson, 
Member 

Senator Kelly Marsh (Taitano), PhD, 
Member 

Senator Sabina Flores Perez, 
Member 

Senator Clynton E. Ridgell,  
Member 

Senator Joe S. San Agustin, 
Member 

Senator Jose “Pedo” Terlaje, 
Member 

Senator Therese M. Terlaje, 
       Member 

Senator James C. Moylan,  
Member 

Senator Mary Camacho Torres,  
Member and Chair, Subcommittee on Protocol 
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TINA ROSE MUÑA BARNES 
I Mina'trentai Singko Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

 

 
Address: 163 W. Chalan Santo Papa Hagåtña, GU 96910 

Phone: (671) 477-2520/2521 / Email: speaker@guamlegislature.org / Website: www.guamlegislature.org 
 

AGENDA 
Thursday, July 9, 2020 at 1 PM 

Public Hearing 
Via Zoom Conference Platform  

• Resolution No. 324-35 (COR) - Tina Rose Muña Barnes Relative to 
supporting the Republic of China’s (Taiwan) participation in the 
WorldHealth Organization and to further commending them for their 
successful response to theCOVID-19 pandemic. 
 

• Resolution No. 335-35 (COR) - Tina Rose Muña Barnes Relative to 
supporting statehood for the people of Washington D.C. 
 

• Bill No. 312-35 (LS) - Mary Camacho Torres / Tina Rose Muña Barnes AN 
ACT TO AMEND §4403(d) THROUGH (f), ARTICLE 4, CHAPTER 4, 
TITLE 4,GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO AUTHORIZING 
THE CIVILSERVICE COMMISSION TO NULL AND VOID 
PERSONNEL ACTIONS WHICHARE IN VIOLATION OF EXISTING 
LAWS OR REGULATIONS, AND TOESTABLISHING PENALTIES 
FOR PUBLIC OFFICIALS WHO UNJUSTIFIABLYREFUSE TO 
COOPERATE WITH SUCH INVESTIGATIONS; AND TO 
FURTHERAMEND §4406 OF ARTICLE 4, CHAPTER 4, TITLE 4, 
GUAM CODEANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO REMOVING THE 
APPLICATION OF THE NINETYDAY RULE FOR POST AUDIT 
INVESTIGATIONS; AND TO FURTHER AMEND§4408 OF ARTICLE 4, 
CHAPTER 4, TITLE 4, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED,RELATIVE TO 
THE ENFORCEMENT OF CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSIONORDERS. 

 
 
 

 



 

 
TINA ROSE MUÑA BARNES 

  
Address: 163 W. Chalan Santo Papa Hagåtña, GU 96910 

Phone: (671) 477-2520/2521 / Email: speaker@guamlegislature.org / Website: www.guamlegislature.org 
 

Public Hearing  
Thursday, July 9, 2020, 1 PM  

 I Liheslaturan Guåhan, Virtual Public Hearing  
 

Resolution No. 335-35(COR) – Speaker Tina Rose Muña Barnes 
RELATIVE TO SUPPORTING STATEHOOD FOR THE PEOPLE OF WASHINGTON D.C. 
 

Name Agency/  
Organization 

Oral 
Testimony 

Written 
Testimony 

Support Not in 
Support 

Contact Information 

Mark Wang 
 

Public Policy 
Institute (PPI)  

 

✓ ✓ ✓   

Aila Rodriguez 
 

Public Policy 
Institute (PPI) 

✓ ✓ ✓   

Senator Paul Strauss United States Senate   ✓  Paul.Strauss@dc.gov 
 

Melvin Won Pat-Borja 
 

Commission on 
Decolonization 

 ✓ ✓  decol@guam.gov 
 

       

       

       

       

_____1__ out of _____1__ 
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Melvin Won Pat Borja <melvin.borja@guam.gov> Thu, Jul 9, 2020 at 1:33 PM
To: Speaker Tina Muña Barnes <speaker@guamlegislature.org>

July 9, 2020

Hafa Adai Madam Speaker:

In regards to Resolution 335-35, relative to supporting statehood for the people of Washington D.C., I would like to 
submit the following testimony.  

It is abundantly clear that in a world which values peace, stability, and cooperation, there is no longer a place for 
territorial relationships.  Throughout history, the United States has fought multiple wars in pursuit of liberty, freedom, 
and equal rights for its citizens, yet in 2020 the structures that uphold political inequality remain.  Guam has fought 
since the Spanish colonial era for our right to self determination and our people have never wavered in our desire for a 
higher level of self governance and the freedom to decide our political future on our own terms.  Unlike many other 
places around the world, Guam’s stance on decolonization and political self determination have remained consistent 
and our desire for recognition and dignity are not influenced by partisan politics.  

Ironically even in the Nation’s capitol, citizens are experiencing the disparities that are created by political inequality 
and the people of Washington D.C. have expressed their displeasure with their status quo.  Like Guam, Washington 
D.C. has outgrown its current political status and incremental changes are no longer acceptable.  It is clear that the 
only solution to the inequity that serves to undermine the very principles of democracy, is to address the shortcomings 
of territorial political status with genuine efforts toward the exercise of self determination.  Many proponents of the 
Statehood effort for Washington D.C., consistently assert that the lack of representation in the American political 
system has led to the systematic disenfranchisement and marginalization of their 700,000 citizens.  We too in Guam 
feel a sense of disenfranchisement, marginalization, and even abandonment as we deal with the disparities and 
challenges in an unincorporated territory existence.  The Government of Guam faces the challenges of insufficient 
federal funding, navigating unfunded federal mandates, we experience unilateral control of our local government by 
the federal government, and yet we still consider ourselves to be American citizens and assume that our rights are 
protected under the Constitution, like any other citizen.  We have participated in the American political family in good 
faith, positioning our lands, oceans, and even our people in war and strategic military positioning - all on the 
assumption that we are equal partners and that we will be treated with dignity and respect.  But we have seen time 
and again, that our relationship is one that values consultation more than collaboration and mitigation more than 
mutual consent.  

It is my hope that the elevation of the political inequality that Washington D.C. is experiencing, will in turn bring much 
needed attention to the same inequity that exists for the island of Guam.  I look forward to the coming debate and I am 
optimistic that this will help raise awareness about the need for political self-determination in Guam.

Melvin WonPat-Borja
Executive Director 
Commission on Decolonization
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made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional or international status of the country 1 

or territory to which a person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-2 

JRYeUQLQJ RU XQdeU aQ\ RWKeU OLPLWaWLRQ RI VRYeUeLJQW\;´ and 3 

WHEREAS, unlike Guam, the residents of Washington, D.C. pay more in total 4 

federal income tax than residents of 22 other states but have no say over how those tax 5 

dollars are spent; and 6 

WHEREAS, although the people of Guam has yet to decide on a political status, 7 

Washington, D.C. residents affirmed their desire to become a state, and 86% of voters 8 

supported Statehood in a publicly sponsored plebiscite in 2016; and 9 

WHEREAS, D.C. residents continue to express their support for D.C. Statehood 10 

by voting to elect non-voting shadow US Senators and Representatives, in publicly 11 

sponsored elections; and 12 

WHEREAS, Guam and Washington D.C. both functions and perform all the 13 

duties that is assigned to states, like administration, health and public services that also 14 

serves active duty members in the region; and 15 

WHEREAS, we exist in a so-called democracy where our voices are oppressed- 16 

however, Guam is not alone in the fight to be heard; now therefore, be it 17 

RESOLVED, that recogni]ing the history of our nation¶s foundation on the 18 

principle of the rights of all people to self-government that I Liheslaturan Guahan 19 

supports statehood for the people of Washington, D.C. to govern themselves without 20 

congressional interference and call upon the United States Congress and the American 21 

people to make Washington, D.C. the 51st State in the United States of America; and be 22 

it further 23 

RESOLVED, that the Speaker and the Chairperson of the Committee on Rules 24 

certify, and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the adoption hereof, and that copies of 25 

the same be thereafter transmitted to the Honorable Michael F.Q. San Nicolas, 26 


