clerks@guamlegislatu re.org

From: Speaker's Office <speaker@guamlegislature.org>

Sent: Saturday, August 22, 2020 7:48 PM

To: Clerks Office

Cc: Rennae Meno

Subject: M&C Fwd: 2020 Primary Election

Attachments: 20.0822 GOV to SPKR and Sen JSA Re 2020 Primary Election.pdf

08-22-| 6:48|08-22-|Letter from Governor regarding 2020 Primary Office of the 35GL-20-
20| PM 20|Election dated on August 22,2020.* Governor of Guam 2166

Sinseru yan Minagdhet,

Guam Buildup

35th Guam Legislature

T: (671) 477-2520/1
speaker@guamlegislature.org

Office of the Speaker « Tina Rose Muia Barnes
Committee on Public Accountability, Human Resources & the

| Mina’trentai Singko na Liheslaturan Guahan

Guam Congress Building | 163 Chalan Santo Papa | Hagatna, GU 96910

This e-mail message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above and may contain confidential and
privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the information
contained in this transmission is strictly PROHIBITED. If you have received this transmission in error, please immediately

notify us by replying to speaker@guamlegislature.org and delete the message immediately. Thank you very much.

Gumai pribilehu yan konfedensia este siha na menséhi. Solo espesidtmente para higu ma entensiofia pat ma aturisa para unrisibi.
Sen prubidu kumu ti un ma aturisa para manribisa, na’setbe, pat mandespatcha. Yanggen lachi rinisibu-mu nu este na mensahi ,

put fabot ago’ guatu gi I numa’huyong gi as speaker@guamlegislature.org yan despues destrosa todu siha I kopian mensahi. Si

Yu’os ma’ise’.

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Sophia Santos Diaz <sophia.diaz@guam.gov>
Date: Sat, Aug 22, 2020 at 6:48 PM

Subject: 2020 Primary Election

To: Speaker's Office <speaker@guamlegislature.org>, <senatorjoessanagustin@gmail.com>
Cc: Gov. Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero <governor@guam.gov>, Lieutenant Governor <lt.governor@guam.gov>, Leslie Travis
<leslie.travis@guam.gov>, Jon Junior Calvo <jon.calvo@guam.gov>, Carlo Branch <carlo.branch@guam.gov>, Eliza G.

Dames <eliza.dames@guam.gov>, Shamra L.A. Chargualaf <shamra.chargualaf@guam.gov>, Josephine C. Cepeda
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<josephine.cepeda@guam.gov>, Kathleen C. Cepeda <kathleen.cepeda@guam.gov>, Maria Pangelinan
<maria.pangelinan@gec.guam.gov>, June M.C. Borja <june.borja@guam.gov>

Hafa Adai Madame Speaker and Senator San Agustin,

Please find a letter from Governor Leon Guerrero regarding the 2020 Primary Election attached.

Senseremente,

Sophia Santos Diaz

Legal Counsel

Office of the Governor of Guam

Ricardo J. Bordallo Governor's Complex

Adelup, Guam

(671) 475-9476

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any files transmitted with it may be legally privileged and confidential and are intended solely for the
use of the individual or entity above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any view, dissemination or copying of this
email, or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. If you received this transmission in error, please notify
us immediately by e-mail or telephone to arrange for the return of this email and any files to us or to verify it has been deleted from your system.
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August 22, 2020

HONORABLE TINA ROSE MUNA BARNES
Speaker

I Minatrentai Singko Na Liheslaturan Gudhan
Guam Congress Building

163 Chalan Santo Papa Hagatna, Guam 96910

HONORABLE JOE S. SAN AGUSTIN

Chairman, Committee on General Government Operations
I Minatrentai Singko Na Liheslaturan Guahan

Ran-Care Commercial Building, 2nd Floor

761 S. Marine Corps Drive

Tamuning, Guam 96913

Re: 2020 Primary Election
Dear Madame Speaker and Chairman San Agustin,

As you know, the current public health emergency has disrupted all aspects of our normal
lives. All of us are currently staying home so that we can try to flatten the curve, stop further
infection, and save lives. In the midst of all of this, the Guam Election Commission (the
“Commission”) is preparing for the primary election. Voting is one of our most precious rights
and it is also a civic duty. | know that as elected leaders ourselves, we all appreciate the time that
our fellow residents and citizens take to cast their votes.

While the right to vote is important, our obligation to preserve the lives of our citizens is
paramount. Yesterday, we received a letter from the Commission in which it articulated its
concerns about holding a primary election while in our current crisis. The Commission believes
that cancelation of the primary election at this time is appropriate. | want you to know that I agree.
However, the authority to cancel a primary election — or any election -- does not belong to the
executive branch or me, as the Governor of Guam. Rather, the statutory authority to determine
whether to cancel an election belongs to the Legislature, as a separate and co-equal branch of
government.

| understand that there are concerns among your membership about how to hold session
safely. Please know what | am ready to assist you in whatever manner | am authorized to so that
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To: Speaker Barnes and Senator San Agustin Page 2 of 2
Fr: Governor of Guam

Date: August 22, 2020

Re: 2020 Primary Election

your membership and staff can continue to do the people’s work. I recognize that this
determination by the Commission could not have been easy. Indeed, they told us so in their letter.
But in any time of turmoil and tragedy, the work will not be easy. We must weigh our decisions
carefully and deliberately. And ultimately, we must make the hard decisions that the people of
Guam elected us to make.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

Senseramente,

o e cloow Keconens

LOURDES A. LEON GUERRERO
Maga’hdgan Guahan
Governor of Guam

cc: Sigundo Maga’lahen Gudhan (Lt. Governor of Guam)

Members, Guam Election Commission
Maria Pangelinan, Guam Election Commission Executive Director
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