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Letter from Governor dated September  |Office of the Governor of

Guam

35GL-20-
2210

Sinseru yan Minagdhet,

Office of the Speaker « Tina Rose Muia Barnes

Committee on Public Accountability, Human Resources & the

Guam Buildup

35th Guam Legislature
| Mina’trentai Singko na Liheslaturan Guahan

Guam Congress Building | 163 Chalan Santo Papa | Hagatna, GU 96910

T: (671) 477-2520/1
speaker@guamlegislature.org

This e-mail message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above and may contain confidential and
privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the information
contained in this transmission is strictly PROHIBITED. If you have received this transmission in error, please immediately
notify us by replying to speaker@guamlegislature.org and delete the message immediately. Thank you very much.

Gumai pribilehu yan konfedensia este siha na menséhi. Solo espesidtmente para higu ma entensiofia pat ma aturisa para unrisibi.
Sen prubidu kumu ti un ma aturisa para manribisa, na’setbe, pat mandespatcha. Yanggen lachi rinisibu-mu nu este na mensahi ,

put fabot ago’ guatu gi I numa’huyong gi as speaker@guamlegislature.org yan despues destrosa todu siha I kopian mensahi. Si

Yu’os ma’ise’.

---------- Forwarded message

From: Eliza G. Dames <eliza.dames@guam.gov>

Date: Mon, Sep 14, 2020 at 5:11 PM
Subject: Letter from Governor Lourdes Leon Guerrero

To: Senator Therese Terlaje <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>
Cc: Speaker's Office <speaker@guamlegislature.org>, <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>, Senator Amanda Shelton

<officeofsenatorshelton@guamlegislature.org>, <senatorjoessanagustin@gmail.com>, Office of Senator Kelly Marsh

(Taitano), PhD. <office.senatorkelly@guamlegislature.org>, <senatorbiscoelee@guamlegislature.org>,

1

Doc. No. 35GL-20-2210.*




<office@senatorperez.org>, <sen.cridgell@teleguam.net>, <senatorpedo@senatorjpterlaje.com>,
<senatormary@guamlegislature.org>, Senator Telo Taitague <senatortelot@gmail.com>, <senatorlouise @gmail.com>,
<wilcastro671@gmail.com>, <senatormoylan@guamlegislature.org>, Joshua F Tenorio <joshua.tenorio@guam.gov>, Jon
Junior Calvo <jon.calvo@guam.gov>, Lester Carlson <lester.carlson@bbmr.guam.gov>, Edward M. Birn
<edward.birn@doa.guam.gov>, Bertha Duenas <bertha.duenas@guam.gov>

Dear Senator Terlaje:

My veto of Bill 282-35 and submission of Bill 1(3-S) in its place was done for one purpose only—
to save lives.

As Chairwoman of the Committee on Health, you don’t need to be reminded of your ethical,
fiduciary, and moral responsibility to ensure that critical health functions receive adequate funding
amidst a global pandemic. To do otherwise needlessly jeopardizes the most vulnerable among us,
and I know you would never do that.

You will note that of the $7 million revenue adjustment contained in my budget proposal, the lion’s
share is committed to Medicaid, a program whose sole function is to provide healthcare to the poor.
Bill 1(3-S) will give additional funding to the Department of Public Health and Social Services
(DPHSS) so these dedicated public servants can continue their tireless work to identify and isolate
COVID-positive cases, prevent further spread of the virus, treat other illnesses, and protect the health
and safety of our island. Bill 1(3-S) will give Guam Memorial Hospital (GMH) additional revenues
from Medicaid. Bill 1(3-S) also acknowledges the importance of the Judiciary as a separate but co-
equal branch of government. Unfortunately, instead of joining in this well intentioned effort, some
politicians have chosen to grandstand.

To accomplish this adjustment, Bill 1(3-S) increases the corporate income tax by $2 million and the
withholding tax by $5 million, which gives us a total increase of $7 million. This was not achieved
through fiscal magic. These numbers are achievable because our collections from corporate income
taxes and withholding taxes have already exceeded the budgeted numbers for this Fiscal Year.

Senator, I am asking you to please be open minded, reconsider your fight to override my veto, and
let us together give our heroes the critical resources they need to win the war against this invisible,
vicious enemy that has affected so many lives.

Senseramente,

LOURDES A. LEON GUERRERO
Maga’hdgan Gudhan

Governor of Guam

cc: Speaker Tina Muna Barnes
All Senators
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Eliza Dames
Special Assistant

Ricardo J. Bordallo Governor's Complex
Office of the Governor

Hagatna, Guam

(671) 475-9193

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any files transmitted with it may be legally privileged and confidential and is
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any view, dissemination or copying of this email, or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this
information is strictly prohibited. If you received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail or
telephone to arrange for the return of this email and any files to us or to verify it has been deleted from your system.
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LOURDES A. LEON GUERRERO
GOVERNOR

JOSHUA E TENORIO
LT. GOVERNOR

UFISINAN I MAGAHAGAN GUAHAN
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR OF GUAM

September 14, 2020

Honorable Therese M. Terjale

Senator, / Mina'tren tai Singko Na Liheslaturan Guahan
Guam Congress Building

163 Chalan Santo Papa

Hagatna, Guam 96910

Dear Senator Terlaje:

My veto of Bill 282-35 and submission of Bill 1(3-S) in its place was done for one purpose
only—to save lives.

As Chairwoman of the Committee on Health, you don’t need to be reminded of your ethical,
fiduciary, and moral responsibility to ensure that critical health functions receive adequate
funding amidst a global pandemic. To do otherwise needlessly jeopardizes the most vulnerable
among us, and I know you would never do that.

You will note that of the $7 million revenue adjustment contained in my budget proposal, the
lion’s share is committed to Medicaid, a program whose sole function is to provide healthcare to
the poor. Bill 1(3-8) will give additional funding to the Department of Public Health and Social
Services (DPHSS) so these dedicated public servants can continue their tireless work to identify
and isolate COVID-positive cases, prevent further spread of the virus, treat other illnesses, and
protect the health and safety of our island. Bill 1(3-S) will give Guam Memorial Hospital (GMH)
additional revenues from Medicaid. Bill 1(3-S) also acknowledges the importance of the
Judiciary as a separate but co-equal branch of government.Unfortunately, instead of joining in
this well intentioned effort, some politicians have chosen to grandstand.

To accomplish this adjustment, Bill 1(3-S) increases the corporate income tax by $2 million and
the withholding tax by $5 million, which gives us a total increase of $7 million. This was not
achieved through fiscal magic. These numbers are achievable because our collections from
corporate income taxes and withholding taxes have already exceeded the budgeted numbers for
this Fiscal Year.

RICARDO }]. BORDALLO GOVERNOR'S COMPLEX
513 W. Marine Corps Drive Hagdtha, Guam 96910
governor.guam.gov | {671} 472-8931
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Governor Leon Guerrero to Senator Terlaje
September 14, 2020
Page 2 of 2

Senator, I am asking you to please be open minded, reconsider your fight to override my veto,
and let us together give our heroes the critical resources they need to win the war against this
invisible, vicious enemy that has affected so many lives.

Senseramenite,

Lo Lo Mouaeo

LOURDES A, LEON GUERRERO
Maga’hdagan Guahan
Governor of Guam

cc: Speaker Tina Muna Barnes
All Senators

RICARDO J. BORDALLO GOVERNOR'S COMPLEX
513 W. Marine Comps Drive Hagdina, Guam 96910
govemor.guam.goy | {471} 472-8931
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