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Sent on behalf of President Anita Ramasastry

Dear Speaker Mufia Barnes, Attorney General Camacho, and Chief Justice Maramon:

Attached is a letter from President Ramasastry, a copy of a letter to previous Attorney General Elizabeth Barrett-Anderson, and the business agenda for the ULC's 2019 Annual Meeting.

Respectfully,

Lucy Grelle

Lucy Grelle

Publications Manager

Uniform Law Commission

111 N. Wabash Ave., Suite 1010 | Chicago, IL 60602

Direct 312.450.6624 |Office 312.450.6600 | Fax 312.450.6601

3 attachments

sy 2019may1_Guam_Letter_Ramasastry.pdf
A
190K

ﬂ 2018feb1_Guam_Letter_Ramasastry.pdf

102K

ﬂ 2019AM_Business Agenda.pdf

141K

P
p i =
'RY)

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=3b2f4d8b46 &view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar-22541620795308176528&simpl=msg-a%3Ar655860060... 1/1



OFFICERS
ANITA RAMASASTRY
President
University of Washington
School of Law
William H. Gates Hall, Box 353020
Seattle, WA 98195-3020

STEVE WILBORN

Vice President
3428 Lyon Dr.
Lexington, KY 40513

NORA WINKELMAN
Secretary
Pennsylvania House of
Representatives
Main Capitol Building, Room 620
Harrisburg, PA 17120

THOMAS J. BUITEWEG
Treasurer
3025 Boardwalk St., Suite 120
Ann Arbor, MI 48108

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
CARL H. LISMAN
Chair
84 Pine St.
P.O. Box 728
Burlington, VT 05402

DIANE F. BOYER-VINE
Office of Legislative Counsel
State Capitol, Room 3021
Sacramento, CA 95814-4996

GAIL HAGERTY
Burleigh County Court House
P.O. Box 1013
514 E. Thayer Ave.
Bismarck, ND 58502-1013

BARRY C. HAWKINS
300 Atlantic St.
Stamford, CT 06901

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

RICHARD T. CASSIDY

Immediate Past President
1233 Shelburne Rd., Suite D5
South Burlington, VT 05403-7753

DANIEL ROBBINS

Chair, Scope and Program Committee
15301 Ventura Blvd., Bldg. E
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403

RYAN LEONARD

Chair, Legislative Committee
100 Park Ave., Suite 500
Oklahoma City, OK 73102

STAFF

LIZA KARSAI

Executive Director
Ikarsai@uniformlaws.org

J. ELIZABETH COTTON-MURPHY
Chief Administrative Officer
ecotton@uniformlaws.org

KATIE ROBINSON

Legislative Program Director;

Communications Officer
krobinson@uniformlaws.org

BENJAMIN ORZESKE
Chief Counsel
borzeske@uniformlaws.org

UNIFORM LAW FOUNDATION
HOWARD J. SWIBEL
Chair, ULF Trustees
161 N. Clark St., Suite 4200
Chicago, IL 60601-3316

Uniform Law Commission

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF COMMISSIONERS ON UNIFORM STATE LAWS

111 N. Wabash Ave.
Suite 1010

Chicago, IL 60602
(312) 450-6600 tel
(312) 450-6601 fax
www.uniformlaws.org

February 1, 2018

Via Email to ebanderson@guamag.org
and U.S. Mail

General Elizabeth Barrett Anderson

Office of the Attorney General Office of Guam
Administrative Division

590 S. Marine Corps Dr., Suite 901

Tamuning, GU 96913

Re: Membership in the Uniform Law Commission
Dear General Barrett Anderson,

This letter follows our previous email exchanges discussing the potential for Guam to become a
member of the Uniform Law Commission (“ULC”, also known as the National Conference of
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws). As you are aware, the ULC has worked for the
uniformity of state laws since 1892. It is a non-profit unincorporated association, comprised of
state commissions on uniform laws from each state, the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

I have presented your expression of interest to the ULC’s governing body, its Executive
Committee, during our recent Mid-Year Meeting in Miami, Florida. The Executive Committee
is prepared to recommend that the members of the Conference recognize Guam as a member of
the ULC, and welcome Guam to participation in the ULC as a full member, provided that Guam
desires to become a member and following receipt of an expression from an appropriate
governing authority of Guam’s acceptance of and present ability and intention to satisfy the
requirements of membership, as explained in more detail below.

I enclose a copy of the ULC Constitution, Bylaws, and Rules of Procedure. Before Guam can
be admitted to the ULC, the state membership of the ULC must vote to amend Article 9 of the
Constitution and Bylaws of the ULC to include Guam in the definition of “state.” Section 11.1
of the ULC Constitution and Bylaws provides that constitutional amendments must be
presented to the members in writing by the Executive Committee for consideration during the
ULC Annual Meeting. Section 11.1 also provides that an amendment must be supported by
two-thirds vote of the States present and at least 30 of the 53 states currently constituting the
members of the ULC. The 2018 ULC Annual Meeting will be held from July 20-26, 2018 in
Louisville, Kentucky.

As noted above, the Executive Committee is prepared to propose the required amendment of the
ULC Constitution and Bylaws to its members for their consideration and vote if Guam first
provides written confirmation by a relevant entity of Guam’s government (1) is committed to
undertake the responsibilities of membership by appointing qualified commissioners who are
admitted to the Guam bar and prepared to satisfy the duties and obligations explained in the
ULC Constitution and Bylaws and (2) agrees to and has the required funding available to pay
annual dues to the ULC, including an initial dues payment of approximately U.S. $18,000.00
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2019. Dues are calculated based on the population of each
member state.

As with most dues-supported organizations, dues may be increased from year to year in
response to inflation or other factors. Dues increases are applied on a non-discriminatory basis
to all member jurisdictions as a percentage of prior year dues, and typically range between two
percent and five percent. If the ULC members approve amendment of the ULC Constitution
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and Bylaws during the 2018 Annual Meeting, Guam will receive an invoice for $18,000.00 for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2019. In March 2018, Guam will receive an invoice for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020. Dues for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2020 have not yet been determined by the Executive Committee. Dues are entirely used
to support the work of ULC researching, studying, and drafting uniform laws and model acts for use by the states
and territories, and to support the meetings of the conference where much of the work is performed.

Besides paying annual dues, Guam must be prepared to create and support participation by qualified commissioners
appointed by Guam and associate commissioners. Each jurisdiction determines the method of appointment and the
number of commissioners appointed, but every appointed commissioner must be a member of the bar.
Commissioners are often state legislators, practitioners in private or public practice, judges and law professors who
serve for specific terms. No commissioner may receive a salary or fee for his or her work with the ULC or by virtue
of his or her status as a ULC commissioner.

Under the ULC Constitution and Bylaws, the principal administrative officer of each state legislative reference
bureau or other agency charged by law with the duty of drafting legislation at the request of the legislative or
executive officers of the State, or an alternate named from within the bureau or agency by its principal
administrative officer, is an Associate Member of the ULC. Associate members have the privileges explained in
Section 2.3 of the Constitution and Bylaws.

The vast majority of jurisdictions provide for the creation of their commission by statute setting forth the criteria for
appointing commissioners and designating the relevant appointing authority. I have enclosed ULC’s uniform law,
“To Provide for the Creation of a Commission on Uniform State Laws, the Appointment of Commissioners Thereto,
and Making an Appropriation for the Same”, which Guam may wish to adopt to accomplish creation of a
commission in the event that the current ULC membership amends the ULC Constitution and Bylaws to accept
Guam as a new member.

The ULC is a working organization that depends upon its commissioners to fulfill the duties of Commissioners from
each State set forth in Section 6.1 of the Constitution and Bylaws. The uniform law commissioners come together to
study and review the law of the states to determine which areas of law should be uniform. The commissioners
promote the principle of uniformity by drafting and proposing specific statutes in areas of the law where uniformity
between the states is desirable. It must be emphasized that the ULC can only propose—no uniform law is effective
until a state legislature adopts it. Commissioners participate in drafting specific acts; and work toward enactment of
ULC acts in their home jurisdictions. Attendance at annual meetings of the ULC is required under Section 26.1 of
the Constitution and Bylaws.

The annual meeting is held in a different state each year, over approximately eight full days. Because travel to the
annual meeting requires a substantial commitment of time and travel resources, member jurisdictions should, but are
not required to, reimburse their appointed commissioners for registration fees, travel, and other expenses associated
with annual meeting attendance.

As President of the ULC, I appreciate Guam’s support of the ULC through adoption of a number of ULC uniform
laws and model acts, and | look forward to receiving a written expression of interest from Guam to join the ULC,
which contains commitments regarding payment of dues and participation in the work of the ULC as outlined above.
Please let me know if | or the Executive Director and other members of the staff may answer any questions or
provide additional information that would assist you in moving forward.

Sincerely,

Qm—?’a— ) msu——fY'q

Anita Ramasastry
President

Cc: Carl Lisman, Chair, Executive Committee
Steve Wilborn, Vice President, Executive Committee
Liza Karsai, Executive Director
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF COMMISSIONERS ON UNIFORM STATE LAWS

May 1, 2019

Honorable Tina Muia Barnes
Speaker, 35" Guam Legislature
Guam Congress Building

163 Chalan Santo Papa
Hagatna, Guam 96910

Honorable Leevin T. Camacho
Attorney General of Guam

Office of the Attorney General Guam
590 S. Marine Corps Dr., Suite 901
Tamuning, Guam 96913

Honorable Katherine A. Maramon

Chief Justice of the Guam Supreme Court
Suite 300, Guam Judicial Center

120 West O'Brien Drive

Hagatna, Guam 96910-5174

Re: Membership in the Uniform Law Commission

111 N. Wabash Ave.
Suite 1010

Chicago, IL 60602
(312) 450-6600 tel
(312) 450-6601 fax
www.uniformlaws.org

Dear Speaker Muna Barnes, Attorney General Camacho, and Chief Justice Maramon:

Last year, the Uniform Law Commission contacted then-Attorney General Elizabeth
Barrett-Anderson to discuss the potential for Guam to become a member of the
Uniform Law Commission (see Feb. 1, 2018, letter to Attorney General Barrett
Anderson, attached). Because Attorney General Barrett-Anderson is now retired,
she suggested that we continue our dialogue with the three of you, concerning

Guam’s possible membership.

The ULC, organized in 1892, is a nonprofit entity comprised of Uniform Law

Commissioners appointed by each state, the District of Columbia, the

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Our purpose is to
research, draft, and enact sound, nonpartisan uniform laws that assist states and

preserve the vitality of state law and governance. The ULC is primarily

supported by dues from the states. Dues support the expenses associated with
researching and drafting uniform state laws. Uniform Law Commissioners
receive no compensation for their service to the ULC and donate extensive
amounts of time and expertise to the ULC’s mission on behalf of their states.

As you consider whether or not membership in the ULC is appropriate for Guam,
please refer to the Feb. 1, 2018, letter to Attorney General Barrett-Anderson for
detailed information about what membership in the ULC would mean for Guam,

and the commitments from Guam that would be anticipated.
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Please be assured that the ULC has continued interest in considering Guam for
membership. So that you may have a better understanding of the work that we do, I would like
to invite you to attend the upcoming ULC Annual Meeting in Anchorage, Alaska, July 12-18. If
you are able to attend, we could extend to you privileges of the floor should you wish to
participate in the proceedings.

As President of the ULC, I appreciate Guam’s support of the work of the ULC through the
adoption of numerous ULC uniform and model acts, and we are grateful for the interest of Guam
membership in the ULC.

I look forward to hearing from you. I sincerely hope that at least one representative from Guam
will be able to attend the Annual Meeting in Anchorage. I have enclosed the agenda for the

annual meeting so that you can see the variety of topics that will be debated.

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter. If you would like any further information on
the ULC, or on the upcoming Annual Meeting, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Qm—'/'a = msu—«/g"’

Anita Ramasastry
President
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Uniform Law Commission
2019 ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA

FRIDAY, JULY 12, 2019
9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. (First Session)
9:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m. ......... Roll Call of the States

Introduction of Host Committee
Welcoming Address, Alaska Attorney General Kevin G. Clarkson
State of Alaska Legislative Citation, Representative Matt Claman
Announcement of Appointment of Nominating Committee
Address of President
Report of Treasurer
Report of Secretary
Report of Uniform Law Foundation
Report of the Chair of the Committee on Scope and Program
Introduction of New Members and Election of Life Members

11:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. ....... Consideration of the Electronic Wills Act
1:30 p.m. — 5:30 p.m. (Second Session)
1:30 p.m.—2:30 p.m. ........... Further Consideration of the Electronic Wills Act
2:30 p.m.—-5:30 p.m. ........... Consideration of the Highly Automated Vehicles Act
SATURDAY, JULY 13, 2019
8:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. (Third Session)
8:00 a.m.—8:15a.m. ........... Report on Tribal Projects
8:15a.m.—10:30 a.m. ......... Further Consideration of the Highly Automated Vehicles Act
10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m. ....... Consideration of Amendments to the Uniform Probate Code

1:30 p.m. — 6:00 p.m. (Fourth Session)

1:30 p.m.—-5:00 p.m. ........... Consideration of the Tort Law Relating to Drones Act
5:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. ........... Time reserved for acts returning to the floor
MONDAY, JULY 15, 2019
8:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. (Fifth Session)
8:00 a.m.—8:30 a.m. ........... Presentation by President, Uniform Law Conference of Canada

Presentation by Representative of European Law Institute
Presentation by U. S. State Department

Report of the Committee on International Legal Developments

8:30a.m.—9:30 a.m. ........... Consideration of the Amendments to the Revised Uniform Athlete Agents Act
9:30a.m.—10:30 a.m. ......... Consideration of the Registration of Canadian Money Judgments Act
10:30 a.m. —12:00 p.m. ....... Time reserved for acts returning to the floor
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Uniform Law Commission
2019 ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA

MONDAY, JULY 15, 2019 continued

1:30 p.m. — 5:30 p.m. (Sixth Session)
1:30 p.m.—2:30 p.m. ........... Updates on Ethics and Other Policies

2:30 p.m.—5:30 p.m. ........... Time reserved for acts returning to the floor

TUESDAY, JULY 16, 2019
9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. (Seventh Session)

9:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m. ......... Consideration of the Fundraising through Public Appeals Act
11:00 a.m.—-12:00 p.m. ....... Consideration of the Anti-SLAPP Act
1:30 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. (Eighth Session)
1:30 p.m.—2:30 p.m. ........... Further Consideration of the Anti-SLAPP Act
2:30 p.m.—=5:00 p.m. ........... Consideration of the Alternatives to Bail Act

WEDNESDAY, JULY 17, 2019
9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. (Ninth Session)

9:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m. .......... Consideration of the Unregulated Transfers of Adopted Children Act
11:00 a.m. —12:00 p.m. ....... Consideration of the Easement Relocation Act
1:30 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. (Tenth Session)
1:30 p.m.—2:30 p.m. ........... Further Consideration of the Easement Relocation Act
3:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. ........... Life Member Presentations
Memorials

Vote by State

THURSDAY, JULY 18, 2019
8:00 a.m. — 9:00 a.m. (Eleventh Session)

Time reserved for acts returning to the floor

*Agenda time subject to change.
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