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Hagatna, Guam 96910 
 
Dear Speaker Barnes: 
 
Håfa Adai!  I am submitting the Guam Education Board packet for the Regular Board Meeting scheduled for 
Tuesday, October 22, 2019, 6 pm, in the Gallery, DOE Bldg. B, Tiyan.  
 
Should you have any questions, please contact me at 300-1627. 
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9th Guam Education Board 
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

Tuesday, October 22, 2019 
6 PM 
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ACTION 
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INFO/ACTION 
INFO/ACTION 

 
 

 

 

I. Meeting Call to Order 

II. Approval of Minutes 

1. Minutes of September 17, 2019 Regular Meeting 

2. Minutes of September 27, 2019 Special Meeting 

III. Public Participation  (BP 125.6) Time Limit 3 minutes 

IV. Communications 

1. Correspondence 

2. Superintendent’s Report and Communication 

V. Ex-Officio Member Reports 

1. GFT 

2. Mayor’s Council of Guam 

3. IBOGS Report 

VI. Unfinished Business/ Committee Reports 

1. Executive Committee  

a. NASBE Committee Appointments 

b. Superintendent’s Evaluation 

2. Instructional & Academic Support Committee 

a. Head Start Report 

b. Follow-up on Resolution 2019-10 Re: Instructional Time 

3. Safe & Healthy Schools Committee 

a. Report on Legislature's Committee on Education Oversight Hearing on Campus Safety 

4. Organizational Efficiency  and Development Committee 

a. Above-Step Recruitment for Jennifer Hoff for the Position of Occupational Therapist 

5. Fiscal Management  

a. Update on FY20 Budget 

b. CCSSO Annual Policy Forum November 10-13, 2019 

c. Meeting with US DOE November 14-15, 2019 

VII. New Business 

VIII. Executive Session 
The Board of Education reserves the right to go into executive session during any part of the meeting.  Based on the Open Govt. Law 
specific matters can only be discussed. (Personnel Matters, Collective Bargaining Agreement, Contracts, and Litigation).  

IX. Adjournment 

 

MARK B. MENDIOLA 
Chairman 

 

MARIA A. GUTIERREZ 
Vice Chairwoman 
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VOTING MEMBERS 
 

Mark B. Mendiola, Chairman 
Maria A. Gutierrez, Vice Chairwoman 

Lourdes M. Benavente 
Karlyn RCG Borja 

John T. Burch 
Ray P. Chargualaf, Jr. 

James C. Lujan 
Ron L. McNinch, PhD 

 
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS 

 

Devin Eligio (SSHS) 
IBOGS Representative 

 
Nicole A. Nadal (OMS) 

GFT Representative 
 

Mayor, Rudy M. Matanane 
MCOG Representative 

 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

 

Jon J.P. Fernandez 
GDOE Superintendent 

 
              

9th GUAM EDUCATION BOARD 
 REGULAR MEETING  
Tuesday, September 17, 2019 

6 pm 
Gallery, Bldg. B, Tiyan 

 
MINUTES 

  
I. MEETING CALL TO ORDER 

Mr. Mark B. Mendiola, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 

ROLL   CALL OF MEMBERS 
Mr. Fernandez, Superintendent and Executive Secretary, took the roll call.  The following 
members were present for the meeting: 

 
Voting Members: 
Mendiola, Mark B. – Chairman 
Gutierrez, Maria A. – Vice Chairwoman 
Benavente, Lourdes M.  
Borja, Karlyn RCG 
Burch, John T.  
Chargualaf, Ray P., Jr. 
Lujan, James C. (via video-conference) 
McNinch, Dr. Ron L.   
 
Non-Voting Members:  
Eligio, Devin (SSHS) and Gamboa, Jermaine (SHS) – IBOGS Representatives 
Nadal, Nicole A. – GFT Representative 
 
Legal Counsel: 
Nasis, Jesse 
 
Absent: 
Matanane, Rudy M. – MCOG Representative 

 

The Superintendent announced that eight (8) members of the Board were present, constituting a quorum.   
 
Mr. Mendiola noted that he would be moving agenda items around at the request of committee chairs so that 
they could address actionable items.  Mr. Mendiola also recognized the present of the senior Vice President of 
the University of Guam, Dr. Anita Enriquez.    
  
 
 
 

 
MARK B. MENDIOLA 

               Chairman 

MARIA A. GUTIERREZ 
Vice Chairwoman 
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II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Ms. Gutierrez motioned, seconded by Mr. Burch to approve the August 20, 2019, regular monthly meeting 
minutes.  The Board voted by voice with a vote of 8-0 for the motion, motion passed. 
 
III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – None. 

 
Mr. Mendiola stated that he would like to recognize someone who has been with the GDOE for nine-plus years 
who has made a major impact on the Department. 
 
Mr. Fernandez thanked Deputy Superintendent, Taling Taitano, for her over nine years of service for the 
Department.  He offered her a small token of appreciation on behalf of the Board and the leadership team.  He 
also wanted to recognize her publically for her contributions and her leadership at the Guam Department of 
Education.  He stated that they know that she is moving on to another responsibility at another agency but we 
do know that her contributions here really laid the groundwork for continued improvement and the success of 
the Department.   
 
Ms. Gutierrez shared her sentiments and thanked Ms. Taling for her contributions to the Department. 
 

IV. COMMUNICATIONS 
CORRESPONDENCE - Mr. Mendiola noted that they received correspondence from the Superintendent to 
Public Health regarding playground equipment and the new guidelines. 
 
Mr. Mendiola also noted that they received a letter from NASBE but they would address it under the executive 
committee item on the agenda. 
 
Mr. Mendiola stated that they would now address the resolutions under New Business.   
 

Mr. Lujan motioned, seconded by Ms. Gutierrez to address New Business.  The Board voted by voice with a vote 
of 8-0 for the motion, motion passed. 

 
V. NEW BUSINESS  

1) Declaration of Financial Status Designation for the months of December 2018, January, February, March, 
April and May 2019 – Tabled and moved to the finance portion of the agenda. 
 

2) GEB Resolution 2019-12 District Textbook Adoption of K-12 Mathematics, Science and Social Studies – 
Ms. Benavente acknowledged the lead, Ms. Sylvia Calvo and the textbook adoption committee members 
which consisted of 54 Math teachers, 59 Science teachers, and 68 Social Studies teachers.  Ms. Benavente 
read Resolution 2019-12 into the record. 

 
Ms. Gutierrez stated that with the charter schools now being in the budget law she is sure that they will also 
request for textbooks.  She asked if GDOE’s amount would lessen now that the charter schools are also able 
to request for textbooks. 
 
Ms. Benavente responded, yes. 
 
Mr. Mendiola asked if the law requires that we provide support to all schools on Guam. 
 
Ms. Benavente responded, yes. 
 
Mr. Mendiola asked if anyone has looked into what that would look like potentially, which school would be 
shorted. 
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Deputy Superintendent Joe Sanchez responded that what happens is the normal process per our standard 
operating procedure is that they put a call out to all the potentially participating schools.  They gather the 
pupil numbers for those schools who are interested in participating and based on the total amount they 
distribute the allocation based on the per-pupil cost.  He stated that if charter schools were going to be 
included they would simply take the number of students at the charter school and it would be divided 
amongst all the other schools.  He stated that it depends on whether or not some private schools want to 
participate or not.  Surprisingly a lot of them choose not to participate so anytime a school chooses not to 
participate that becomes more money for the Department. 
 
Mr. Mendiola asked the Superintendent to provide a data report to the Board indicating if there was indeed 
a shortfall or what the numbers look like and what was requested for the public, private and charter 
schools.   
 

Ms. Benavente motioned, seconded by Mr. Lujan to adopt GEB Resolution 2019-12 District Textbook Adoption of 
K-12 Mathematics, Science and Social Studies.  The Board voted by voice with a vote of 8-0 for the motion, 
motion passed. 

 
3) GEB Resolution 2019-13 Adoption of Supplemental Instructional Materials for K-12 Curriculum 

 
Ms. Benavente read Resolution 2019-13 into the record. 
 

Ms. Benavente motioned, seconded by Mr. Lujan to adopt GEB Resolution 2019-13 Adoption of Supplemental 
Instructional Materials for K-12 Curriculum.  The Board voted by voice with a vote of 8-0 for the motion, motion 
passed. 
 

4) GEB Resolution 2019-14 Endorsement of Guampedia and Supplemental Educational Resources 
 
Ms. Benavente acknowledged Guampedia President, Dr. Anita Enriquez, Ms. Shannon Murphy and Ms. Rita 
Nauta from Guampedia.  Ms. Benavente read Resolution 2019-14 into the record. 
 
Mr. Mendiola stated that he is very grateful that Guam is no producing its locally produced supplemental 
material.  He commented that he thinks that it is a great thing.  He congratulated everyone that is involved 
in these projects and efforts. 

 
Ms. Benavente motioned, seconded by Mr. Lujan to adopt GEB Resolution 2019-14 Endorsement of Guampedia 
and Supplemental Educational Resources.  The Board voted by voice with a vote of 8-0 for the motion, motion 
passed. 

 
5) GEB Resolution 2019-15 Board Policy 340: Chamorro Studies/Guam History and the Introduction of 

Board Policy 382: Guam History 
 
Ms. Benavente read Resolution 2019-15 into the record. 
 
Ms. Gutierrez questioned how the curriculum is being addressed in the schools.  She noted that a student 
expressed their concerns via twitter stating that they are confused as to how the curriculum is being 
presented in their classroom. 
 
Sinora Rufina Mendiola responded that the content standards were adopted since 2011.  She commented 
that it is a teacher issue and noted that she visited that particular school at the beginning of the year.  She 
stated that she spoke with the principal and they are aware.  That particular teacher does not want to use 
the content standards but 99% of the teachers do not have a problem. 
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Ms. Benavente motioned, seconded by Mr. Lujan to adopt GEB Resolution 2019-15 Board Policy 340: Chamorro 
Studies/Guam History and the Introduction of Board Policy 382: Guam History.  The Board voted by voice with a 
vote of 8-0 for the motion, motion passed. 

 
6) GEB Resolution 2019-16 District's School Library Program Guidelines 

 
Ms. Benavente acknowledged the School Library Committee Members and read Resolution 2019-16 into 
the record. 
 

Ms. Benavente motioned, seconded by Mr. Lujan to adopt GEB Resolution 2019-16 District's School Library 
Program Guidelines.  The Board voted by voice with a vote of 8-0 for the motion, motion passed. 

 
Mr. Mendiola clarified that they are going to address the HR matters and then move on to the 
Superintendent’s Report and continue through the agenda. 
 

VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1) Organizational Efficiency and Development Committee 

Above-Step Recruitment of Debbie C.M. Ngata for the position of Auditor IV (GDOE) – Ms. Gutierrez 
stated that a work session was held for the above-step recruitment for Ms. Ngata.  She stated that the 
request from the Superintendent was to approve the above-step recruitment at Step 6, paygrade O.  HR’s 
recommendation after their review was to approve the above-step recruitment at Step 4, paygrade O.  Ms. 
Gutierrez noted that after she thoroughly reviewed all the documentation she found that the position does 
not meet special qualifications because there were three other candidates and the top candidate who 
declined scored higher.  Ms. Gutierrez explained that the applicant under Ms. Ngata was just .25 points 
under and she did not feel that it qualified her with having exceptional qualifications.  She stated that the 
last salary of Ms. Ngata was $55,000 plus a bonus but no bonus amount was indicated.  She explained that 
after a year Ms. Ngata would receive an increment bringing her up to Step 6.  After her review, Ms. 
Gutierrez recommended to the Board the above-step recruitment at Step 5, paygrade O, $57,900. 
 
Mr. Fernandez thanked Ms. Gutierrez for taking the lead in addressing this matter.  He stated that we have 
been trying to do our best to address our high risk issues and part of that strategy is building a very strong 
auditor staff.  He stated that he thinks that the analysis that Ms. Gutierrez has done is very fair and thanked 
Ms. Gutierrez again. 
 

Ms. Gutierrez motioned, seconded by Mr. Lujan to approve the Above-step Recruitment of Auditor IV at Step 5, 
paygrade O at $57,900 per annum for Ms. Debbie C. M. Ngata.  The Board voted by voice with a vote of 8-0 for 
the motion, motion passed. 

 
VII. COMMUNICATIONS 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT.  The superintendent provided highlights from his report.   
 
Health Insurance Transition. The Government of Guam has selected Aetna International to be the provider of 
health insurance to government employees for the coming year. The Department of Administration will be 
providing guidance to agencies and employees regarding the open enrollment period as well as the cost of 
premiums to be paid by the employee. GDOE will work to make this transition as smooth as possible and will 
release information once it is provided by DOA.  
 
Dengue Fever Update. DPHSS and GDOE continue to work together to address the first local case of dengue 
fever and to begin spraying operations at Ordot Chalan Pago ES and Agueda Johnston Middle School. DPHSS will 
spray the common areas, classrooms, cafeteria, and other areas to prevent mosquitoes from causing further 
spread of the disease. OCPES and AIJMS were both closed on Monday, September 16, 2019, to allow for the 
completion of the spraying as well as the dissemination of critical information to stakeholders. 
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Mr. Lujan motioned, seconded by Ms. Benavente to accept the Superintendent’s Report as presented.  The Board 
voted by voice and approved the motion with a vote of 8-0. The motion passed. 

 
VIII. EX-OFFICIO MEMBER REPORTS 

GFT Report – None. 
 
IBOGS Report – Ms. Gutierrez informed the Board that the IBOGS report is now composed of information from 
each of the high schools.  Devin Eligio and Jermaine Gamboa presented the IBOGS report. 
 
MCOG Report – Tabled. 

 
IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS/COMMITTEE REPORTS 

1) Safe & Healthy School Committee – Mr. Burch provided an update from the committee.  He discussed 
some of the recent riots that occurred at the schools and informed the Board that the next work session 
would be on Friday.  He noted that the committee has asked the Superintendent to come up with some 
temporary measures that may help prevent the riots in the schools. 
 
Mr. Chargualaf also noted that the reason why they have scheduled a work session on Friday is that they 
want to get the administrators involved so that they may get more information from those who are at the 
schools. 
 
Ms. Gutierrez asked for the work session time to be reconsidered so that the IBOGS and other students 
may also be present at the work session. 
 
Mr. Mendiola expressed his concerns and emphasized the importance of safety in the schools. 
 
Mr. Fernandez stated that what they are trying to do right now is stabilize the situations at the schools and 
ensure that the investigations are done and thorough.   He stated that he has a very low tolerance for 
violence in our schools.  We have demonstrated our support for students to try to find ways to provide 
more interventions for the students at the same time we have to draw a line very clearly as to where these 
actions fall and what place it has in our schools.  He noted that he told the administrators to make sure that 
if they feel that the most severe punishment, which is expulsion, is warranted that they go through that 
process and he would fully support them in that effort to make sure that their schools are safe.  He stated 
that there is an appeals process that is available to the parents and guardians of students.  At the very least, 
we need to draw the line and make sure that we do our best to keep those schools safe.  He stated that we 
are challenged with alcohol, there is an indication that alcohol is a contributing factor in both of the 
incidences.  He commented it is something that we are going to have to work and struggle with as a board 
to figure out the ways to prevent consumption of alcohol on campus and the more difficult part, 
consumption of alcohol off campus that then comes on the school campus. We need to figure out and be 
creative as to how we are going to tackle that issue.   
 
Dr. McNinch recommended that we stop referring to these kinds of incidences as “riots”.  He commented 
that he doesn’t feel that it fits the definition of riots.  He also asked if they could get the data on these 
events.  Right now, the law says that kids need to go to school until they are 18.  He stated that maybe we 
school consider asking the Legislature to revert the age to 16 because it seems that this is an older 
demographic of students.  
 
Mr. Mendiola stated that he agrees with Dr. McNinch that they need to get the data and show the 
community who are the perpetrators behind a lot of these incidences occurring at our school and how do 
we curtail that. 
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2) Executive Committee 
Ms. Gutierrez informed the Board of the letter that she and Chairman Mendiola received from the 
president of NASBE.  She stated that this year they are having something new, a closed-door boardmanship 
meeting for the chair and vice chairs.  She noted that during the July meeting they voted on approving the 
travel for members to attend the NASBE Conference but she wanted to have the voting reaffirmed.  She 
stated that since the Chair is not able to attend the conference she will be going to the conference and to 
attend the boardsmanship meeting.   
 
Mr. Mendiola also noted that the Board nominated Dr. Ron McNinch to be the Western Region 
Representative.  If he gets that position, the Board of Education will be at the national level in terms of 
education lobbying for additional funding and support for the Department of Education.  He stated that in 
the previous board meeting he was very cognizant about our budget.  Now that we have a budget that is in 
place and after receiving the letter from the president of NASBE regarding a closed-door meeting he 
believes it would be wise for us to participate in the meeting.  He also stated that we should support Dr. 
Ron McNinch in his nomination.  He stated that we have the funding to pay for NASBE dues and 
professional development is included in the dues. 
 

Mr. Lujan motioned, seconded by Ms. Benavente to reaffirm the approval of the travel for members to attend 
the NASBE Conference subject to the availability of funding.  The Board voted by voice and approved the motion 
with a vote of 8-0. The motion passed. 
 

Ms.  Gutierrez informed the Board of another letter that she and the Chairman received.  She stated that 
they received an invitation for the board to consider bringing their student board member to the 
conference.  If approved, the student would be Mika Labadnoy from Okkodo High School.  Mika is a senior 
and the vice chair of the IBOGS.  Ms. Gutierrez then asked the Superintendent to provide guidance on how 
the student can travel using mileage. 
 

Ms. Gutierrez motioned, seconded by Ms. Benavente to approve the travel for a student to attend the NASBE 
conference.  The Board voted by voice and approved the motion with a vote of 8-0. The motion passed. 

 
3) Instructional & Academic Support Committee 

Head Start Report – Ms. Schroeder presented the Head Start Report.  She informed the Board that they 
received notification that they were given an extension on their liquidation period until December 20, 2019.  
She informed the Board of the upcoming events for the Head Start Program. 
 

Mr. Lujan motioned, seconded by Ms. Benavente to accept the Head Start Report.  The Board voted by voice and 
approved the motion with a vote of 8-0. The motion passed. 
 

Follow-up on Resolution 2019-10 Re: Instructional Time – Tabled. 
 

4) Fiscal Management 
Update on FY20 Budget – Mr. Mendiola stated that the committee had a work session last week Friday and 
there will be a continuation.  He stated that they asked the Superintendent to provide them with details 
regarding the spending priorities for the DOE.  Some items discussed were the consideration for the Board 
with respect to supporting the Simon Sanchez High School A&E design.  There was an additional request 
from the Board to get the Superintendent’s authorization to work within the budget to get the ball rolling.  
He stated that he would like to call for the continuation of the work session to discuss the spending 
priorities.  He suggested that the work session be scheduled together with the Safe and Healthy Schools 
Committee meeting.  He also stated that he would like to call for a special meeting to be held on September 
27th.   
 
Declaration of Financial Status Designation for the months of December 2018, January, February, March, 
April and May 2019  
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Ms. Gutierrez asked for an update on the status of their request to the AG’s office. 
 
Mr. Fernandez stated that we have requested for an update and followed up multiple times but have not 
received a response. 
 
Ms. Gutierrez asked the Superintendent to call the AG.   
 

Mr. Lujan moved, seconded by Ms. Benavente, for the approval of Resolution 2019-11 Relative to approving 
the Corrective Financial Recovery Plan Prepared in response to the Code C-Watch issued by the Education 
Financial Supervisory Commission for the Months of December 2018, January, February, March, April and May 
2019.  The Board voted by voice and approved the motion with a vote of 8-0. The motion passed. 

 
X. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
Ms. Gutierrez moved, seconded by Ms. Benavente, to move into executive session.  The Board voted by voice 
and approved the motion with a vote of 8-0. The motion passed. 
 

The Board moved into Executive Session at 7:32 pm.   
 

Ms. Gutierrez moved, seconded by Ms. Benavente, to move out of executive session at 8:03 pm.  The Board 
voted by voice with a vote of 8-0 for the motion. The motion passed.  

 
XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT  

 
Ms. Benavente moved, seconded by Mr. Burch to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed. 
 
Mr. Mendiola adjourned the meeting at 8:04 p.m.         

 

MINUTES SUBMITTED BY:  
 
___________________________________  Date:  ______________________________ 
CHRISTIE L. SAN NICOLAS 
Administrative Officer 
 

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 17, 2019 REGULAR BOARD MEETING: 
(   ) Approved as submitted  
(   ) Approved subject to corrections 
(   ) Other:  ________________________ 
 
 
___________________________________   ___________________________________ 
MARK B. MENDIOLA     JON J. P. FERNANDEZ 
GEB Chairman                   Executive Secretary/GDOE Superintendent 
 
Date:  ______________________________  Date:  ______________________________ 

October 14, 2019 
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VOTING MEMBERS 
 

Mark B. Mendiola, Chairman 
Maria A. Gutierrez, Vice Chairwoman 

Lourdes M. Benavente 
Karlyn RCG Borja 

John T. Burch 
Ray P. Chargualaf, Jr. 

James C. Lujan 
Ron L. McNinch, PhD 

 
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS 

 

Devin Eligio 
IBOGS Representative 

 
Nicole A. Nadal (OMS) 

GFT Representative 
 

Mayor, Rudy M. Matanane 
MCOG Representative 

 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

 
Jon J.P. Fernandez 

GDOE Superintendent 

 
              

9th GUAM EDUCATION BOARD 
 SPECIAL MEETING  
Friday, September 27, 2019 

6 pm 
Gallery, Bldg. B, Tiyan 

 
MINUTES 

  
I. MEETING CALL TO ORDER 

Mr. Mark B. Mendiola, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 

ROLL   CALL OF MEMBERS 
Mr. Fernandez, Superintendent and Executive Secretary, took the roll call.  The following 
members were present for the meeting: 

 
Voting Members: 
Mendiola, Mark B. – Chairman 
Gutierrez, Maria A. – Vice Chairwoman 
Benavente, Lourdes M.  
Borja, Karlyn (via video conference) 
Burch, John T.  
McNinch, Dr. Ron L.   
 
Non-Voting Members:  
Nadal, Nicole A. – GFT Representative 
 
Legal Counsel: 
Stake, James 
 
Absent: 
Chargualaf, Ray P., Jr. 
Lujan, James C.  
IBOGS Representatives 
Matanane, Rudy M. – Yigo Mayor and MCOG Education Liaison 
 

 

The Superintendent announced that six (6) members of the Board were present, constituting a quorum.   
 
Mr. Mendiola noted that he would announce Mr. Lujan’s presence if he calls in during the meeting. 
 

II. UNFINISHED BUSINESS/COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1) FY20 Spending Plan – Mr. Mendiola noted that two work sessions were held to go over the FY20 Spending 

plan.  At the last work session, Senator Telena Nelson attended as an observer.  He stated that they went 
through the process of reviewing some of the issues that they addressed with the Superintendent, in terms 

 
MARK B. MENDIOLA 

               Chairman 

MARIA A. GUTIERREZ 
Vice Chairwoman 

 

   GUAM EDUCATION BOARD 
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of safety, curriculum, the 14 points and some other specific areas.  What they wanted to highlight were the 
safety issues and some of the shortfalls for the Department of Education.  There were some commitments 
that the Board is going to be looking for in terms of legislation that can be introduced.  He stated that the 
other issue that they wanted to focus on was Simon Sanchez High School.  We want to make sure that 
Simon Sanchez gets the attention it deserves.  GDOE currently has $2.9 million dollar in authorization but 
cash is needed to back this, and an additional $1.1 million is needed to fully fund phase tw of the Simon 
Sanchez project.  Mr. Mendiola then proposed the spending plan to the Board via Resolution 2019-17 and 
read the resolution into the record.  
 
After completing the reading of each page, Mr. Mendiola asked if there were any questions. 
 
After the reading of page three, Ms. Benavente questioned item 10 under the list of mandates.  She asked if 
that item needed to be amended to show that the 1.5 million was inclusive of books provided to private 
and charter schools.  Mr. Fernandez clarified that it is reflecting the law and the effort was to reflect the 
budget in these categories.  He stated that what she’s referring to may also be reflected by an asterisk that 
indicates that the amount is also for private and charter schools.  He stated that Ms. Benavente is right to 
mention that it is not just for public schools. 
 

Ms. Benavente motioned, seconded by Ms. Benavente to amend item 10 on the mandate to include private and 
charter schools.  The Board voted by voice with a vote of 6-0 for the motion, motion passed. 
 

Ms. Borja, via text through Mr. Burch, referring to the text on page three lines 17 and 18 questioned 
whether the instructional days needed to be converted to hours. 
 
Mr. Fernandez responded that there hasn’t been a change to the mandate to convert the days to hours but 
there has been an amendment to insert the phrase “or its equivalent” to the law. 
 
Dr. McNinch asked whether they could insert that text now. 
 
Mr. Fernandez stated that if there was an amendment it would read 180 instructional days or its equivalent. 
 

Dr. McNinch motioned, seconded by Mr. Burch to amend line 18 to include “or its equivalent”.  The Board voted 
by voice with a vote of 6-0 for the motion, motion passed. 
 

Ms. Gutierrez asked if they should add after lines 4 through 8 on page 4, that the GEB supports Bill 211-35.  
Ms. Gutierrez read aloud Bill 211-35 for the board members. 
 

Ms. Gutierrez motioned, seconded by Ms. Benavente to insert the language stating that the GEB supports Bill 
211-35 after line 8.  
 

Mr. Fernandez clarified the motion stating that what they could do is under line 8 and before the support 
for Bill 196-35 insert a similar clause that says “BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the GEB supports and urges the 
passage of Bill 211-35 appropriating an additional $3,700,000 for the construction and renovation of Simon 
Sanchez High School”. 
 
Mr. Mendiola agreed. 
 
Ms. Gutierrez also agreed to use the language recommended by the Superintendent. 

 
Ms. Gutierrez motioned, seconded by Ms. Benavente to insert the language after line 8: “BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED, the GEB supports and urges the passage of Bill 211-35 appropriating an additional $3,700,000 for the 
construction and renovation of Simon Sanchez High School”.  The Board voted by voice with a vote of 6-0 for the 
motion, motion passed. 
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Ms. Gutierrez brought up some of her concerns regarding positions out at the schools and the central 
office.  She questioned the purpose of some of the custodial positions at the schools and the custodial 
contract. 
 
Mr. Fernandez clarified her concerns and provided explanations. 
 
Mr. Mendiola stated that the legislation says that the GEB is going to start looking at a supplemental 
budget.  We already know that the department is severely short so we are going to have to come back with 
our supplemental budget request.  In line with what Senator Telena Nelson said, if that bill gets passed with 
the $3.7 million, then the $1.1 million will be freed up to and go back to operations.  
 
Some concerns were brought up about the schools that have opted to clean their schools themselves. 
 
Mr. Fernandez provided clarification on the process and how it works with the custodial contract. 
 
Mr. Fernandez recommended adding “and facilities” after “GDOE operations” on page 4 line 11.  He stated 
that he wants to make sure that when they go to the hearing there may be an opportunity to lock a portion 
of the funding that we would generate, for facilities.  He noted that that was their discussion with the Vice 
Speaker. 

 
Mr. Burch motioned, seconded by Ms. Benavente to amend line 11 on page 4 to include “and facilities” after 
“GDOE operations”.  The Board voted by voice with a vote of 6-0 for the motion, motion passed. 
 

Mr. Mendiola stated that he appreciates the time and energy that his colleagues put in to the budget and 
the spending priorities.  He stated that the Board is going to have to take some serious look at it all.  
Unfortunately, this is a severe cut.  He stated that anticipating that we may have another revenue shortfall 
he just wants to put it out there to the community that the Board may have to consider either consolidating 
schools or perhaps shutting down school facilities to meet the significant shortfall that we are seeing here 
with the GDOE.  He stated that with working with the committee chair of education, she mentioned that 
she would do everything within her power to work with us to get additional resources.  He stated that he 
would like to a pen a letter with the resolution, to the senators, asking them for their support.   
 
Dr. McNinch commented that he appreciates all the hard work that went into the preparation of the 
budget and the spending priorities.   
 
Mr. Mendiola agreed with Dr. McNinch and thanked Ms. Taling and her team.  He also expressed his 
gratitude to Ms. Taling for all the work she has done for the Department and wished her well. 
 
Ms. Gutierrez asked the Superintendent if he had the master schedule.  Mr. Fernandez responded that he 
did not but that FSAIS is working on it.  Mr. Mendiola requested that the master schedule be provided. 
 

Mr. Burch motioned, seconded by Ms. Benavente to adopt GEB Resolution 2019-17 Relative to Adopting the 
Spending Priorities and Cost Cutting Measures for the Guam Department of Education for Fiscal Year 2020.  The 
Board voted by voice with a vote of 6-0 for the motion, motion passed. 

 
1) School Safety – Mr. Mendiola stated that at the last meeting he included School Safety on the agenda in 

case something came up that needed to be addressed.  Mr. Burch and the Safe and Healthy Schools 
Committee have been doing their due diligence with the issues that have been coming up. 

 
Mr. Burch stated that since the last work session he has been going out to meet with the school 
administrators at Tiyan and JFK because of the fights that have been happening.  He stated that since then, 
other issues have come up.  They began discussions about facilities and were able to do a site visit at 
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Oceanview Middle School and quickly got rerouted to issues of school safety and health.  He read aloud a 
summary of the recommendations that the committee put together to include remedies and 
recommendations made by administrators.   He went on to provide an update on the Dengue Fever issue.  
He informed the Board that both Ordot-Chalan Pago Elementary School and Agueda Johnston Middle 
School have reopened after being closed down to allow for the clearing of the area surrounding the campus 
to prevent the further spread of mosquitos and the dengue virus. 

 
III. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT  

Mr. Mendiola noted that Mr. Fernandez informed them that Mr. Frank Cooper-Nurse would be the Interim 
Deputy Superintendent of Finance and Administrative Services. 

 
Ms. Gutierrez moved, seconded by Mr. Burch to adjourn the meeting.  The Board voted by voice with a vote of 6-
0 for the motion, motion passed. 
 
Mr. Mendiola adjourned the meeting at 7:05 p.m.         

 

MINUTES SUBMITTED BY:  
 
___________________________________  Date:  ______________________________ 
CHRISTIE L. SAN NICOLAS 
Administrative Officer 
 

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 27, 2019 REGULAR BOARD MEETING: 
(   ) Approved as submitted  
(   ) Approved subject to corrections 
(   ) Other:  ________________________ 
 
 
___________________________________   ___________________________________ 
MARK B. MENDIOLA     JON J. P. FERNANDEZ 
GEB Chairman                   Executive Secretary/GDOE Superintendent 
 
 
Date:  ______________________________  Date:  ______________________________ 

October 16, 2019 
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IBOGS representative school reports 10/23: 
SSHS- Simon Sanchez is having their annual haunted house on October 25 and 26.  
Their cross country team will be traveling to Japan on Saturday to compete in the Asia Pacific 
International Championships. The Sanchez football team is in the semifinals and will be 
challenging Father Duenas Memorial School next. On October 15, Simon Sanchez had a press 
conference in the library asking our government leaders to support the building of our school. 
There is a petition online that implores Governor of Guam, Lou Leon Guerrero, to use her 
authority to transfer $7.1 million to GDOE. $5 million for the design phase of the rebuild of 
Simon A. Sanchez High School and $2.1 million for lower than expected collections from the 
Territorial Education Facilities Fund (TEFF) in SY 2019. 
 
JFK- JFK has taken into account of students safety by monitoring the cafeteria and by 
monitoring all parts of the campus. Signs of violence during school hours and within school 
campus has decreased and students are starting to feel more comfortable attending classes and 
entering the school cafeteria. Student council has decided to do a unity day to account for all the 
violence that they have put together a day for everyone to unite together and show school spirit 
and pride. JFK’s girls volleyball team have remained undefeated, and Kiana Rivera is their MVP 
for the season and they are to play the championship on October 18, 2019 against Saint John. 
Students Kiana Rivera,Taiga Sato, Tiara Tenorio, and Joseph Aguon have had the opportunity to 
visit Korea and represent the Korea’s Sport council at the opening ceremony of the Korean 
Sports Festival at the Olympic Stadium in Seoul. 
 
OHS- On October 11th, fights broke out at OHS during lunch time where alcohol was involved. 
Our principal, Mrs. Flores, cancelled our Spirit Showcase, and soon after, SBA officers decided 
to also cancel the Bulldog Block Party scheduled to happen that night at 6PM. Ms. Judy Naz, 
math teacher, receives an award/recognition from President Trump. The Okkodo haunted house 
practice still ongoing, and the event will be on Oct. 26-27. The boys Cross Country placed 2nd 
overall at All Island. 
 
SHS- Southern school has had a couple of notable incidents that have occurred, such as the 
blanket search that was conducted in search of the supposed firearm, the multiple students that 
were intoxicated, and the random fights. They have had multiple officers on campus to regulate 
and make up for these incidents. On another note, southern had their first pep rally in the month 
of September and they have had multiple clubs and organizations chartered. They are now 
currently fundraising, such as cookie grams, candy grams, and selling food and beverages at 
home games. Upcoming events include Microfest, Halloween Carnival, Halloween Spirit Week, 
second quarter sports, and the December Pep Rally. The Admin. Team has serious concerns 
regarding the status of the auditorium, the A.C. issue in our gym, and the bag policy. Southern 
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High School is looking forward to having multiple service learning opportunities in the near 
future. That is it from Southern High. 
 
THS- Since the last school report, Tiyan’s restrooms have reopened after a couple weeks of 
being under construction. The week of September 23, 2019 a riot occurred fifteen minutes after 
our lunch period started. Majority of the students did not have the opportunity to eat. The week 
after that we were put under shelter in place, while our admin. and school aides conducted a 
blanket search, which occurred during the period right before lunch. The search carried on 
throughout our lunch and last class of the day. Students were complaining that they were hungry 
and needed the restroom, but were unable to leave class since we were still under shelter in 
place. Brass knuckles and bags filled with other contraband were found, which included vapes, 
vape juice, lighters, permanent markers, was etc. On October 15 after school and October 16 at 
the start of our last class of the day, students were evacuated off campus due to bomb threats. On 
another note, our ABS planned a positivity wave that went on in the morning before class started 
for a week at our student dropoff area. Class councils, clubs, and active members were 
encouraged to participate. During lunch, our Throne is open to students who want to participate 
in intramural sports. 
 
GWHS-  
Upcoming Events: 
GW is hosting a Haunted House at Agana Shopping Center (next to Rev. and Tax) on October 
31, 2019 from 4:30 PM to 9:00 PM 
  
Concerns/problems brought up by admin: 
- Flooding when it rains 
- ACs are down in several classrooms 
- Awning in fast track - students get wet when it rains 
- Bleachers at football field (there's been bleachers that have been donated since FestPac, but 
because they haven't been installed, they've been slightly damaged. Waiting for word on when it 
can be secured with concrete base) GW has been doing good so far despite what was in the news. 
We had a shelter in place for about 2-3 hours due to a picture that was posted on social media 
with a firearm that was threatened to have been brought onto campus. Other than that, we are 
starting our PBIS Friday, October 18, 2019. We are getting on track with the start of our clubs 
and organizations. 
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Christie Lyn San Nicolas <clsannicolas@gdoe.net>

Fwd: Invitation: CCSSO Annual Policy Forum 2019

Maria Roberto <mdroberto@gdoe.net> Fri, Oct 18, 2019 at 12:39 
To: "Christie L. Chargualaf" <clsannicolas@gdoe.net>
Cc: GDOE Parents <mbmendiola@gdoe.net>, GDOE Parents <gdoeparents@gdoe.net>

Here is the invite.

Thank you.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: <meetings@ccsso.org>
Date: Fri, 18 Oct 2019 at 12:34
Subject: Invitation: CCSSO Annual Policy Forum 2019
To: <mbmendiola@gdoe.net>
Cc: <mdroberto@gdoe.net>

 
Dear Colleague, 
 
We are pleased to invite you to attend the Council of Chief State School Officers Annual Policy Forum on November 10-13 at the InterContinental Buckhead
Atlanta in Atlanta, GA.  Please click here to learn more about the meeting and view the agenda.
 
About the Annual Policy Forum 
 
CCSSO’s Annual Policy Forum is an opportunity for leaders to participate in thoughtful conversations on the policies and implementation work. Attendance at the
Annual Policy Forum is by invitation only and invitations are non-transferable.  
 
Meeting Registration and Hotel
Please register online with CCSSO by selecting “Click Here to Start the Registration Process” below and then proceed to click individual registration on the meeting
landing page to complete the online registration process.
 
After registering for the meeting, please call the InterContinental Buckhead Atlanta directly to book your hotel accommodations by October 18, 2019. You may
contact the InterContinental Buckhead Atlanta by calling 404-946-9191. Please reference “Annual Policy Forum/CCSSO” when booking your room.  

If there are any questions related to this meeting, please feel free to contact meetings@ccsso.org.

Please Click Here to Start the Registration Process or Click Here to Decline the invitation to the 2019 Annual Policy Forum.
 
Thanks,
CCSSO

-- 
Maria D. Roberto
Office of the Superintendent
Department of Educa�on
501 Mariner Avenue
Barrigada, Guam 96913
Tel: (671) 300-1547
Email: mdroberto@gdoe.net
 

GDOE SY 2019-2020
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