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AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE NINETY THOUSAND ONE

HUNDRED SIXTY-NINE AND FORTY-ONE

HUNDREDTH DOLLARS ($90,169.40) FROM THE

GENERAL FUND (FUND 309 - AGANA FRACTIONAL

LOTS) TO THE GUAM ANCESTRAL LANDS

COMMISSION AUGMENTING OPERATIONAL

CAPACITY TO ADMINISTER ANCESTRAL PROPERTY

RIGHT CLAIMS FOR EXCESS LANDS RETURNED BY

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEQPLE OF GUAM:

Section 1.Legislative Findings and Intent. [ Liheslaturan Gudhan finds that
Office of Public Accountability (OPA) Report No. 19-02 recommended the
legislature to repeal thirty (30) inactive special revenue fund accounts including
Fund 309 - Agana Fractional Lots (Fund). The U.S. Congress established the Fund
in 1966 to help begin eliminating the fractional lot problem in Hagdtia and
subsequently appropriated $550,000 for this purpose. Following the federal
appropriation, Guam Public Law 19-29 was enacted establishing the Agana
Revolving Fund. According to the Hagdtfia Master Plan, corresponding efforts to

resolve fractional lot issues in Hagdtfia were initiated and carried out. As a result,



o0 Sy B W b e

[y
<o

— e pe et e et et hemk e
S S R

fractional lots no longer exist in the capital city, although some lots are too small to
build upon or are otherwise un-developable as currently configured.

In testimony provided tolLikeslaturan Gudhan relative to a separate measure
concerning the closure of special revenue fund accounts based on OPA Report No.
19-02, the Department of Administration informed policymakers that the Fund
carried a balance 0£$90,169.40.

With the issue of fractional lots finally resolved, it is the intent of 7 Likeslatura
to ensure that the remaining balance of the Fund is used to focus on other pressing
land and property issues. The Guam Ancesiral Lands Commission (GALC) is
obligated to determnine the disposition of excess federal properties returned to Guam
placed in GALC’s trust following Public Law 25-45.

GALC must ascertain the original owners of properties under its purview and
conduct an abstract of the property, including the verification of heirs. It must
develop properties to their highest and best use that the government intends to keep.
A Land Bank Trust for the dispossessed original landowners/heirs is created for
properties that will not be returned. This requires qualified staff to do research and
planning. The Commission also obtains title to lands designated as “Crown Lands,”
which are properties passed on from Spain without prior private ownership.

In testimonty provided to [ Likeslaturan Gudhan at an oversight hearing held
on November 18, 2021, GALC continues to function with only one (1) classified and
one (1) unclassified staff assisting the Executive Director and its Board. Without
sufficient budgetary support for operations and personnel to conduct proper
research, planning, and development, in addition to the hundreds of acres of excess
federal land and submerged properties pending return, GALC continues to struggle
to accomplish its mandate.

Section 2. Appropriation to the Guam Ancestral Lands Commission.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, rule, or regulation, the sum of Ninety
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Thousand One Hundred Sixty-Nine and Forty-One Hundredth Dollars ($90,169.40)
is hereby appropriated from the General Fund (Fund 309 - Agana Fractional Lots)
to the Guam Ancestral Lands Commission and deposited into the Guam Ancestral
Lands Commission Survey, Infrastructure, and Development Fund.

Funds appropriated are to be expended for personnel salaries and benefits for
up to two (2) Land Agent I; and, computers, printers, computer peripherals, and
software necessary to digitize land document records and the abstraction of property
ownership data. The appropriated funds shall continue to be made available until

fully expended.
Section 3. Effective Date. This Act shall be effective upon enactment.





