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I MINA'TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
2022 (SECOND) Regular Session

Bill No. 304-36 (COR)

.

Introduced by: V. Anthony Ada Q:}

AN ACT TO ADD A NEW § 181005 TO ARTICLE 10,
CHAPTER 18, TITLE 22, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED
RELATIVE ADOPTING THE USPSTF
RECOMMENDATION FOR ABDOMINAL AORTIC
ANEURYSM (AAA) SCREENING.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM:

Section 1. Legislative Findings and Intent. / Likeslaturan Gudhan finds that
United States Preventive Services Task Force’s (USPSTF’s) findings of the

importance of Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA) screening reads as follows:

An AAA is typically defined as aortic enlargement with a diameter of
3.0 cm or larger. The prevalence of AAA has declined over the past 2
decades among screened men 65 years or older in various countries
such as the United Kingdom, New Zealand, Sweden, and Denmark.
Population-based studies in men older than 60 years have found an
AAA prevalence ranging from 1.2% to 3.3%. The reduction in
prevalence is attributed to the decrease in smoking prevalence over
time. Previous prevalence rates of AAA reported in population-based
screening studies ranged from 1.6% to 7.2% of the general population
60 to 65 years or older.1 The current prevalence of AAA in the United
States is unclear because of the low uptake of screening. Most AAAs
are asymptomatic until they rupture. Although the risk for rupture
varies greatly by aneurysm size, the associated risk for death with
rupture is as high as 81%.

I Liheslaturan Gudhan further finds that Guam lacks the required surgical specialties

to treat AAA and patients with this condition will need to travel off island to a facility
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where such services are offered. Unfortunately, the lack of these services also means

that risk of death from an AAA rupture that occurs on Guam is likely 100%.

It is the intent of I Liheslaturan Gudhan to enact the USPSTF screening
recommendations for AAA screening for Guam so that patients with this condition

can be treated before an AAA rupture occurs.

Section 2. A new § 18005 is added to Article 10, Chapter 18, Title 22 Guam Code

Annotated to read as follows:

“§ 181005. Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA Screening Coverage in Health

Insurance Policies.

(a) One-time screening for abdominal aortic aneurysm (AAA) with
ultrasonography in men aged Sixty-five (65) to Seventy-five (75) years who have

ever smoked.

(b) The Director of the Department of Public Health and Social Services may
adjust the screening recommendations in Subsection (a) of this Section in the event

that the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force adopts new recommendations.

(c) Every policy of health insurance issued or renewed to a resident of Guam
on or after April 1, 2022 and the Medically Indigent Program shall cover AAA
screening as defined in Subsection (a) of this Section. Coverage under this Section

shall not be subject to a deductible or coinsurance for services.”





